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As we learn about our Patriarchs and Matriarchs, we see the actions they did, the 
effort they put forth, and  the tests they overcame. Hashem has given us the priv-
ilege to  see what goes into the make up of the Jewish neshama.   
 
When the Torah describes the life of Sarah, it breaks it into 3 periods- One Hun-
dred, and twenty, and seven years. Rashi describes that each period builds on 

the next until its completion, showing us how pure Sarah was and giving us the perspective to look 
at the building blocks that go into creating a fulfilling life.   
 
Rashi describes the first period as a stage of beauty.  Beauty is something that captures a complete 
picture. Seeing the whole child, watching their personalities develop, helping them to build 
their Independence, their confidence, and encouraging them to explore and think deeper is the 
beauty of Ohr Chadash.  The students of Ohr Chadash are living what Rashi calls beauty. The 
school is constantly developing and learning new ideas, implementing new ways to reach our stu-
dents, growing and expanding ourselves as we work to move to the next level.    
 
Shabbat Shalom 
Rabbi Moshe Margolese 

 Tuesday, November 17:  Kabbalat Hachumash—2nd Grade 10:30 am 
 
 Sunday, November 23: Rosh Chodesh Kislev 
 
 Tuesday, November 25: Let’s Do Lunch/ Please send in food no later than 11/25 
  
 Wednesday, November 26:  11:30 Dismissal 
 
 Thursday, November 27-Friday, November 28:  No School: Thanksgiving Break 
 
 Wednesday, December 10: 2:20 Dismissal ; Parent-Teacher Conferences 6:30-9:00 
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Maryland Pride Day at OCA was a huge success! We had close to 100 percent par-
ticipation. It was great to see everyone showing pride for their state! Please remem-
ber to send something in, if you are able to, for Let’s Do Lunch on November 25th. 
Get ready for December’s fun calendar days coming soon! 
 
Curriculum Corner - Every class has been working hard to implement their new 
common core aligned curriculum. Both the Wonders and My Math do a fabulous job 
of making sure students are getting what they need. The online components allow 
students to review at home or complete assignments.  

 
In an article published by Education Weekly, it talks about the common core state standards for math and the 
misconceptions that people have about how the common core is implemented. It states, “the common stand-
ards for math differ from most previous state standards in significant ways. They are fewer in number, con-
nect more broadly across grade levels, and emphasize conceptual understanding along with the procedural 
skills that schools have traditionally taught.” 
 
But, the distinction between what students should know by the end of the year (standards) and the specifics 
of how they should learn it (curriculum), can be blurry, because they are essentially two different things. Here 
at Ohr Chadash, we are fortunate to have a curricula that provides the framework for what our students 
should be learning and even more fortunate to have excellent teachers who can teach the curricula so that 
everyone can learn!  
 

 

 

We are excited to announce the launch of our newly designed website!  You will find all the infor-
mation you need to know about Ohr Chadash as well as links to the ParentPortal, buying OCA t-
shirts and kippot, Amazon link, Ohr Chadashot, and much more. We encourage you to take a look 
around. Just log on at www.ohrchadashbaltimore.org 

We would like to thank Eva Gonsher, Tova Taragin, Rosemary Warschawski and Terri Rosen who 
spent many hours and late nights working on the website and also recognize the contributions of the 
rest of the website committee: Yaffa Wygoda, Jason Mann, Zack Pomerantz, and Kori Pomerantz.  

A special thank you to Ethan Berner for designing the site, and Motty Rabinowitz for working on the 
technical setup. 

If you are interested in registering a younger sibling as a new student at OCA, click on the admis-
sions tab on the top to go straight to our online application. There is an early bird discount for regis-
tration prior to February 15, 2015.   

 

 

http://www.ohrchadashbaltimore.org/
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Morah Yael, Morah. Shoshana  
Morah Anne, Morah Milka Baila  

 

Both the 3’s and 4’s learned about the mitzvah of hachnasat orchim (welcoming guests) while studying Para-
shat Vayeira. We made beautiful Bruchim Habaim signs. The 4’s class welcomed Morah Abby to our class as 
a royal reader. We  were welcomed by Mrs. A’s Kindergarten, where we were guests at their Shabbat party. 
 
The 4’s are learning about the life cycle of the different varieties of squash which grow. We all had a wonder-
ful time looking for pretty colored leaves, which we then made into leaf pictures.  We are also starting  to 
learn about the letters of the alphabet. Last week featured the letter “A”.  
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Mrs. Chavi Abramson, Morah Luna Maman 
 
The Kindergarten class is working on interpersonal skills.  We read 
the book, "How Full is your Bucket? For Kids" by Tom Rath and Mary 
Reckmeyer.  The idea behind this book is to sensitize children to their 
own feelings as well as the feelings of their friends.   
 
Imagine you are carrying a bucket full of water with you all day; when 
a friend compliments you, it fills your bucket and you feel great! When 
a friend ignores you, it empties your bucket and can make you feel 
sad.  We talk a lot about what a “Bucket Filling” classroom looks like, 
sounds like and feels like.  The children are already displaying won-
derful bucket filling behaviors.  
 
Other classes in OCA are also working on becoming bucket-filling 
classrooms.  Stop by and see the bulletin boards which showcase our 
wonderful little bucket-fillers!-- Mrs. A and Morah Luna  
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Morah Flo Ziffer, Morah Gila Fixler 

Mrs. Leah Golfeyz, Mrs. Gila Fixler 
 

"Cooperation is important when we work as  a team!" Last week, the first grade  continued discussing and  
reading about friendship with a particular focus on the word cooperate. A favorite reading activity of the week 
was partner reading – one that definitely required cooperation! It was such a great learning experience.  
 
We also learned how addition and subtraction are related.  
 
We were very excited to be chosen to lead the Veteran’s Day assem-
bly this past Tuesday. We listened to our guest speaker,  Lt Col. Mel 
Shichtman, who shared with us a lot of interesting experiences he had 
in the army. He told us what it was like be Jewish in the army and how 
he kept kosher. It was really neat to see his helmet, protective mask, 
canteen, and badges. Afterwards, we sang "G-d Bless the 
USA"  while holding our sparkly American flags which we made in art 
class with Mrs. Shulman. Great job first graders!   
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Morah Avigail Barnoy 
 
The students in kitah gimel have been working really hard these past almost three 
months! They've been reading Psukim out loud, helping friends and asking incredible 
questions.  With each of these, the students have been asked to put a Hershey Kiss in 
our Dubi Hamatok (Sweet Teddy Bear) Jar.  The jar is almost filled! BH, This week the 
3rd graders will be given the task of going to all of the different classes and giving their 
chocolate to their peers. We call this "Sweet Lunch."  They are spreading the word of 
their amazing Midot, and with this, gaining pride in themselves. They will, of course, get 

to have chocolate themselves!  

For Parshat Vayeira, Ami Adler brough in Laffy Taffy’s and candy baby bottles for  Parsha Snacks.  Can you 
figure out why? He brought these,  because Sarah laughed when she overheard that she would have a son 
at the age of 90, and the baby bottles were to remember baby Yitzchok who was born to Avraham and Sa-
rah in their old age. 

Mrs. Mary Sue Rubenstein 
 

Last week was a very BUSY and FUN-FILLED time for second grade students (and their 
teacher). As we read a new short story in our Wonders anthology, we reflected upon the way 
that pets can be our friends. The short story entitled, “Finding Cal,” showed us how a dog 
became one boy’s special friend. It was written in diary form which the children enjoyed. The 
children noted that the exciting sentences in the story ended in an exclamation point. 
  
In computer class, Mrs. Taragin and I collaborated to help the children to enjoy a grammar/

spelling lesson using our Smart Board. We are all very excited when we use the 
Smart Board to reinforce what we are learning in class.  
   
Last Friday, the children of second grade and  I experienced a special treat! We de-
cided to adjust our schedule because it was such a beautiful day. The grounds of 
OCA are so colorful this time of year and very conducive to a “leaf walk.” Working as 
a team, we had a wonderful time as we collected a variety of leaves to bring back to 
the classroom. The children noted the size, shape, and coloration of the leaves that 

we found. You may recall how windy the day had become; however, the more the wind blew, the more excit-
ed the children became. When we returned to the classroom, each child created a leaf collage using the col-

lection from our team effort. What a great ending to the week! 

Morah Yaffa Wygoda 
 
Kitah Bet has been working hard practicing for our Kabbalat Hachumash, 
which will be held on Monday, November 17 at 10:30. Everyone is invited 
to join us in the Oheb Shalom auditorium while we entertain you with our 
play and songs. We will share pictures in the next issue of Ohr Chadashot.  
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On Motzei Shabbat, November 8th, the OCA PTA hosted its 

first Saturday Night Learning of the Season. Under the direction 

of our very own Rabbi Bennett, the SNL was a smashing suc-

cess! We had over 25 families filling our multi-purpose room to 

the gills. The sound of Torah learning could be heard throughout 

the hall of OCA, whether it was reviewing the Parsha ,studying 

for a test, or just learning for enrichment. Some families even 

brought siblings and friends from others schools! The learning 

was followed by a beautiful Dvar Torah by Dani Carter, 4th 

grade student and OCA Student Government Vice President. The night ended with pizza for everyone and a 

grand raffle!   

 

It was inspirational seeing families taking time out of the weekend learning and spending quaility time togeth-

er! SNL will take place every Motzei Shabbat up to and including March 7th, with the exceptions of November 

29th (Thanksgiving Weekend) and December 27th (Winter Break). We look forward to seeing you there!   

Mrs. Aliza Mann 
 
Studying for a math test can be so fun when you have interactive and movement activities on the 
agenda! The students finished the chapter early this week with a review of addition skills. First, the 
students took turns using our interactive dice to create addition problems. While the students took 
turns on the SmartBoard, each student completed the problem on his/her own individual white-
board. After this, we moved into phase two of addition practice, using the sidewalk as our canvas. 
The students completed addition problems as a class, made up their own, tested each other, and 
helped each other problem solve. It’s amazing how getting some fresh air while learning can really 

open up the mind.  
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Rabbi Mordechai Bennett 
 

Our class is working very hard in Mishnah. We have completed Perek Daled and have be-
gun to learn Perek Hay. In Chumash we completed learning the first Perek in Sefer Shmot. 
We discussed Mitzrayim’s attempts to diminish the ever expanding Bnai Yisrael and drew 
conceptual parallels to what happened to the Jews during World War II.  
 
In Navi, we are practicing and utilizing all the skills we learn in Ivrit and iChumash. Thank 
you to Mrs. Ellie Shulman, Morah of 4-5 girls who led us in a great and creative Super Mar-
io game to help us practice for our upcoming test. I am really pleased at the progress my 
talmidim are making thus far.   

Mrs. Aliza Mann 
 

The students worked on their “Phoebe and the Spelling Bee” centers this week, participating in a myriad of 
activities related to making inferences, using a four square to write a properly structured paragraph, and prac-
ticing spelling and phonics patterns by water writing on a chalkboard. While the students worked in their cen-
ters, small reading groups met with the teacher. These reading groups read short stories that reinforced the 

comprehension element, problem and solution, and the students also worked to 
refine their use of the  
comprehension strategy, “check for understanding.” The two reading groups that 
met this week read stories that had very different topics, but contained one cen-
tral theme.  
 
One reading group read about a family that gets 
chosen to participate on a family game show. Each 
member of the family wants to participate for differ-
ent reasons, but each feels nervous or anxious 
about one part of the game. How would you solve 
this problem if your family were in this position? In 
the other story, a game of Little League is going 
downhill when the pitcher is suspected of cheating. 
How would you handle being a part of this game? 
Would you try and stop the cheating? Would you 

have a different opinion based on whether you’re on the winning team or losing team? Thinking about how 
you would solve problems can help you understand a story and its characters better!  
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 Morah Ellie Shulman 

As promised, the girls in my class have completed their very first Navi Newspaper. This was  done entirely by 

the girls, including all the formatting and style of the paper. Please enjoy this first article.  
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Mrs. Dassy Atanelov 

Director of OCA Stay & Play  
 

The first session of OCA Stay & Play, our after school program, is wrapping 
up.  The students enjoyed playing basketball, learning a slew of tie dye tech-
niques, sharpening their soccer skills and bringing the Parshat HaShavua to life 
as we decorated cupcakes each week.  After the Thanksgiving break, our winter 
session will begin.  We are excited to introduce a new set of fun and engaging 
activities such as CSA Karate, Kids in the Kitchen, Ceramic Arts, and Mad Sci-
ence.  Look for further details in your inbox.  The brochure and an online regis-
tration form for the winter session will go out shortly via e-mail. They will also be 
added to the OCA website. I look forward to interacting with your children in our 
fun and enjoyable environment. 

Mrs. Tova Taragin 
Educational Technology Coordinator and Coach 

 
In this week’s classes all the grades saw age-appropriate videos about online safety. 
We then discussed the ways to stay safe on the Internet. All the children learned that 
one must NEVER share personal information when they are online. If they feel funny 
about anything they see or hear, they must tell an adult: a parent or a teacher.  
 
The students in K-5 are progressing very nicely with their keyboarding skills. They are 
working on a self-paced program called Keyboarding Without Tears. A portion of each 

class is devoted to practice on this program.  
 
The upper grades, 3-5, all demonstrated their skills in writing e-mails. They composed and sent beautiful 
emails this week to Mrs. Orshan. They combined their letter writing skills with their email etiquette knowledge 
to do this.  

Ephraim Margolese  
Pre- K4 

Rachelli Reich K 

 

Noam 
Brandriss 3 

Itzik 
Bluestein 4 
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Ms. Ariella McCown 
 
In their science class, the third graders are building Rube Goldberg machines. They learned about 

simple machines and cause and effect, and combined those ideas to complete a common goal – build a three 
to five step machine that knocks down an Obi Wan Kenobi action figure placed in the middle of the lab. There 
are pulleys hanging from the ceiling, bins of dominos that are waiting to be set up, and an impressive amount 
of teamwork shown from the third grade! Each group had to first review sim-
ple machines, form a hypothesis and draw a blueprint before they were able 
to start building. The machines will be put to the test on Monday. 

 
          Grades four and five are also innovat-
ing. They have been learning Newton’s three 
laws of motion, and are testing out the third 
law: every action has an equal and opposite 
reaction. Their tools are balloons, straws, and 
yarn. Their goal is design an air powered bal-
loon rocket that will go across the room. By 
blowing up and then releasing the balloon, 
they are able to observe the reaction caused 
by the escaping air. Using a combination of 
research and trial and error, each team was 
able to launch a successful rocket across the 
lab. 
  
 Grades K – 2 have started learning about weather and climate. Kin-

dergarten took a poll to see which weather pattern was everyone’s favorite. It 

came as no surprise that everyone loves snow days! First grade is working on 

identifying weather patterns to see what effects the weather has on our envi-

ronment. Second grade is also looking at our environment, but are studying how wind and water shape the 

land. Everyone, without exception, is sorry to see the end of the warm weather!  

Condolences to the family of  Eitan (K) and Rena (Pre-K4) on the loss of their great grandmother in 
Eretz Yisrael.  

 Thank you to our veteran, Lt Col. Mel Shichtman, who came to speak to 
us.  

 
 Thank you to Dr. and Mrs. David Zwillenberg who dedicated a Day of 

Learning in honor of their granddaughters Aviya and Eliana Barnoy, up-
on the yahrzeit of Yehudit Leah bat Moshe, their great-grandmother 
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Lanie Carter and Rena Einbinder, Presidium 
 
Dear Parents,  

There are so many exciting things happening at OCA!  Thank you to everyone that joined us for our first Mot-
zei Shabbat Family Learning Session! It was so amazing to see our lunch room packed with students and 
parents learning together.  We hope you plan to join us this week and going forward.  Also, please consider 
sponsoring a Family Learning Session.  Having a room full of OCA students learning voluntarily on a Motzei 
Shabbat is a wonderful way to honor someone's memory or a happy occasion.   

We are very much looking forward to our first annual Parent Melava Malka on Motzei Shabbat November 
22nd.  We hope you will join us at 8 pm at the home of Matt and Susie Schoenfeld for a wonderful evening of 
great food, wine and company.  RSVP to ocapta@ohrchadashbaltimore.org as soon as possible!  Sponsor-
ships are available for this event as well.   

The Hot Lunch ordering system for December and January will open next week.  Look for an e-mail from OCA PTA 

with a link to order.   

We are looking for one or two volunteers to head the PTA Rosh Chodesh Program.  Please send us an e-mail if you are 

interested in helping!   

As always, please remember the easy ways that you can support OCA PTA  

Target 
Sign up your card for their Take Charge of Education Program: 
http://www.target.com/tcoe (our school ID is 153097) 

Giant 
Sign up your card for their A+ Rewards Program: 
http://www.giantfood.com/savings-and-rewards/rewards-program/aplus/?_requestid=1228038 

Amazon 
Bookmark this link and use it every time you shop: 
http://www.amazon.com/?&tag=ohrchadashbaltimore-20&camp=212361&creative=392013&linkCode=wsw&  

Lovable Labels 
Buy your personalized labels for all occasions here: 
http://www.ohrchadash.lovablelabels.ca/ 

Box Tops 
Please save us your Box Tops! Each Rosh Chodesh we will collect them and have a raffle for a free Pizza for 
all families that participate! 
 
Looking forward to seeing you on the 22nd. 
 
Lanie and Rena 
 

 

mailto:ocapta@ohrchadashbaltimore.org
http://www.target.com/tcoe
http://www.giantfood.com/savings-and-rewards/rewards-program/aplus/?_requestid=1228038
http://www.amazon.com/?&tag=ohrchadashbaltimore-20&camp=212361&creative=392013&linkCode=wsw&
http://www.ohrchadash.lovablelabels.ca/
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Ohr Chadash Academy proudly announces the creation of Yom Hakdasha, a Day of Dedication. 
        
We believe in being our students’ home away from home because we know that every child brings some-
thing of “home” with them when they enter the building.  As an expression of being a school family, we are 
instituting a Dedicated Day of Learning program – a Yom Hakdasha – to provide you with the opportunity 
to dedicate a day of learning in honor of a student or in memory of a loved one. 
 

Dedications can be made for yahrzeits, birthdays, Bar/Bat Mitzvahs, academic achievement, receiving a 
first siddur or chumash, or any occasion. On the day of dedication, if a student is being honored, they are 
honored with holding the American and Israeli flags.   
 
If you are interested in participating in this exciting opportunity, please contact the school office at 
office@ohrchadashbaltimore.org.  

Email ohrchadashot@ohrchadashbaltimore.org if you are  
interested in advertising in our Family Advertisers pages. 

Computer Calligraphy  

and Invitations by Tova 

Commercial invitations and party  
supplies available  

Custom Hebrew/English invitations, 
laminated benchers and tefillot also avail-

able.  
Computer Calligraphy on envelopes, 

place cards, table cards.  
 
 

Laminated Sukkot benchers and   
Kiddush Cards for sale now. 

 
Mention OCA when you call and a  

portion will be donated to our school.  
 

Call Tova Taragin at 410-371-9194 
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Don’t Lose It, Label it!             
 

Label Camp Clothes  
and School Supplies  

with  Ease! 
 

Support OCA by buying 
Lovable Labels.  

 

http://
www.ohrchadash.lovablelabels.ca/  

#######################################################################################
#######################################################################################
#######################################################################################
#######################################################################################
#######################################################################################
#######################################################################################
#######################################################################################
#######################################################################################
################################################################

#

# 

 

 

############################
############################
############################
############################
############################
############################ 

Please Help Ohr Chadash when shopping at Staples 
 

When you shop at Staples or redeem toner cartridges please give our 
Staples Rewards number which is 2877957023 

 

Thanks 21st Century Storage  
for taking care of OCA's storage needs.  

 

Located on Park Heights Avenue, about 3 blocks from 
OCA, 21st Century Storage will donate $20 to OCA for 
every family that mentions our name when renting a 

storage unit.  
 

For more information, e-mail  
ocapta@ocabaltimore.org.  

Have a Target Redcard? Sign up so 
OCA can receive a donation every time 

you shop! 
 

Sign up at www.target.com/tcoe.  
Our school ID is 153097 

If you are interested in ordering Agudah Scrip to benefit OCA, please send  an email to  
ttaragin@ohrchadashbaltimore.org. or call 410-484-3931. If you give tzedakah to meshulachim (tzedakah 
collectors) at your door or in shul, using Agudah Scrip, a portion goes to our school. It is an easy way for 
OCA to get tzedakah too. It was conceived years ago, so that all our tzedakah money does not leave the city, 
but in addition, helps the local institutions (we receive the difference between the amount on the face of the 
scrip and the cost). The amounts available are: 

   
  

 

 

Checks are to be made out to Agudah of Baltimore. Ordered scrip can be picked up in the school office or at 
the home of Tova  and Alan Taragin. Arrangements can be made for delivery.  

 

50 cents scrip cost $.75  

$1 scrip which costs $1.25 

$2.50 scrip which costs $3.00 

$4.00 scrip which costs $5.00 

$8.00 scrip which costs $10 

$20 scrip which costs $25 

http://www.ohrchadash.lovablelabels.ca/
http://www.ohrchadash.lovablelabels.ca/
mailto:ocapta@ocabaltimore.org
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